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ABSTRACT: Electrochemical properties of well-defined
molecular structured polyamide with amine-capped ani-
line pentamer in the main chain and conventional poly-
aniline were investigated and discussed. CV results sug-
gest that the synthesized polyamide shows a relatively
complicated redox process than conventional polyaniline
during potential cycling. Differences in ESI characteriza-
tion revealed that the synthesized polyamide exhibits
higher electronic conductivity and lower resistance than
the conventional polyaniline. The analysis of molecular

configuration based upon the quantum chemistry calcula-
tion reveal that the difference in electrochemical activity
and conductivity should be ascribed to the influence of
system energy, skeleton conjugation, and the Fermi
energy of the bipolaron model in the polymer mole-
cules. � 2007 Wiley Periodicals, Inc. J Appl Polym Sci 107:
3408–3412, 2008
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INTRODUCTION

Conducting polymers have been studied extensively
because of their potential applications in sensors,1

electrochromic devices,2 and electrochemical super-
capacitors3 as well as active electrode materials.4 Poly-
aniline and its derivatives have been considered as
promising materials in various applications5,6 due to
their versatile properties, for example, good environ-
mental stability, ease of processability, high conduc-
tivity,7–9 swift change in color with applied potential
and a simple, and reversible acid/base doping/
dedoping properties.10 In the recent years, copoly-
mers comprising aniline and substituted anilines
have received greater attention.11–15 These copoly-
mers consist of units of aniline and substituted ani-
line in their backbone and possess properties differ-
ent from the respective pristine homopolymers.
Because of their differences in structures and physi-
cal/chemical properties from conventional polyani-
line, to some extent, they could act as excellent materi-
als for applications instead of the conventional poly-
aniline in some aspects. In our previous works, a

kind of well-defined molecular-structured polyamide
with amine-capped aniline pentamer in the main
chain has been successfully synthesized through a
simple and convenient approach under mild condi-
tions.16 To further understand this synthesized poly-
amide material, especially its electroactivity, electro-
chemical measurement and structural analysis were
applied and the comparison with a conventional
polyaniline material was also explored.

The electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS)
is a powerful tool, providing a lot of information
about the electrochemical characteristics of the inter-
est subject.17 The polymer films have been subjected
widely by EIS for obtaining electrochemical informa-
tion such as electrolyte resistance, charge-transfer re-
sistance, Faradaic capacitance, etc.18,19 Because of its
generality to distinguish among different electro-
chemical processes on the basis of different imped-
ance/frequency responses, EIS technique has been
frequently applied in experimental studies of various
intrinsically conductive polymers, including polyani-
line and substituted polyaniline derivatives, depos-
ited as thin films on different electron conductive
substrate.20

EXPERIMENTAL

Materials

Aniline monomer was distilled under reduced pres-
sure. N-phenyl-p-phenylenediamine (98%, Aldrich),
p-phenylenediamine (99%, Beijing Chemical Factory),
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oxalyl chloride (98%, Shanghai Chemical Factory),
triethylamine (99%, Beijing Chemical Factory), hy-
drochloric acid (37%, Beijing Chemical Factory), am-
monium persulfate (APS, 98%, Tianjin Chemical Fac-
tory), methanol (99%, Tianjin Chemical Factory),
methylene chloride (99.5%, Tianjin Chemical Fac-
tory), diethyl ether (99%, Tianjin Chemical Factory),
tetrahydrofuran (THF, 99%, Tianjin Chemical Fac-
tory), ammonium hydroxide (30%, Changchun
Chemical Factory), N,N0-dimethylformamide (DMF,
99.5%, Tianjin Chemical Factory), N,N0-dimethylace-
tamide (DMA, 99%, Beijing Chemical Factory), po-
tassium ferricyanide (K3Fe(CN)6, 98%, Beijing Chem-
ical Factory), potassium hexacyanoferrate (II) trihy-
drate (K4[Fe(CN)6] � 3H2O, 98%, Beijing Chemical
Factory), H2SO4 (99%, Beijing Chemical Factory), etc.
were used as received. The distilled water from a
Millipore system (>18 MO cm) was used in all
experiments.

Characterization

The electrochemical measurements were performed
with a CHI 660 electrochemical workstation (CHI,
USA). The electrochemical impedance measurements
were carried out on a Solartron 1255B Frequency
Response Analyzer. Preparation of polyamide with
amine-capped aniline pentamer in the main chain
was done as reported earlier.16

Polyaniline was prepared as follows: 0.465 g ani-
line (5 mmol) was dissolved in 20-mL 1.0M H2SO4

aqueous solution with constant stirring to form a
homogeneous solution. Then, another 20-mL 1.0M
H2SO4 aqueous solution containing of APS (1.14 g,
5 mmol) was added dropwise into aniline/H2SO4 so-
lution under constant stirring. Polymerization was
carried out at room temperature for 24 h. Then the
precipitate was filtered, washed with methanol and
deionized water to remove impurities, and then
dried under vacuum at 608C for 24 h. The resulting
product was pulverized into a fine powder to fit for
the use of individual measurements.

About 700-lL polymer-saturated DMA solution
was cast on a 3-mm glassy-carbon electrode and
evaporated DMA before use. Cyclic voltammograms
were recorded at room temperature on polyamide
and conventional polyaniline modified glassy-carbon
electrodes, using an Ag|AgCl (in saturated KCl so-

lution) electrode as the reference electrode. The mo-
dified glassy-carbon electrode was put into a 1.0M
H2SO4 aqueous solution and scanned the potential
with a scan rate of 0.01 V s21.

The DFT B3LYP calculations with standard polar-
ized 3-21G(d) basis set on these systems were carried
out.21 All the structural models mentioned in this
work were optimized first, and then, the electronic
properties were calculated based on their optimized
configuration. The calculations were performed using
the Gaussian 03 program suite.22

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Figure 1 exhibits the molecular structures of the syn-
thesized polyamide and conventional polyaniline. As
depicted in illustration (a), the synthesized polyam-
ide polymer is polyamide with amine-capped aniline

pentamer in the main chain. groups were

introduced into the polymer skeleton, which is the
main difference in the molecular chain conformation
from conventional polyaniline [Fig. 1(b)]. Electro-
chemical properties of polyamide and conventional
polyaniline were studied and compared to investi-
gate the influences of polymer molecular structure
on their substantial electrochemical behaviors.

Cyclic voltammograms of polyamide and polyani-
line are shown in Figure 2. Both the curves of poly-
amide and polyaniline exhibit multiple and reversi-
ble redox processes during the potential cycling in
acidic media. Curve (a) is a typical CV characteristic
of polyaniline with two pairs of redox peaks. The
first oxidization peak appeared at 0.25 V (peak 1) is
due to the transformation from leucoemeraldine
state to emeraldine state of polyaniline. The corre-
sponding reduction peak appeared at 0.1 V (peak 10).
Whereas the second oxidation peak at 0.57 V (peak
2) is due to the transformation of emeraldine state to
pernigraniline state. And the corresponding reduc-
tion peak is around 0.5 V (peak 20). For polyamide,
three pairs of redox current peaks at 0.35 V (peak
I)/0.3V (peak I0), 0.5 V (peak II)/0.45 V (peak II0),
and 0.7 V (peak III)/0.56 V (peak III0) can be
observed, which were respectively assigned to the
transformation of leucoemeraldine/the first emeral-
dine oxidation state, the first emeraldine/the second
emeraldine oxidation state, and the second emeral-

Figure 1 Molecular structures of (a) polyamide and (b) polyaniline.
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dine/pernigraniline oxidation state in molecular
chains of polyamide. A more detailed explanation
has been described in the early reports.16 When com-
pared with the conventional polyaniline, the appear-
ance of additional redox peaks in the cyclic voltam-
mograms of polyamide suggests a relatively more
complicate electrochemical behavior during the re-
dox process.

When several different scan rates from 0.01 to 1 V
were applied during the CV measurements of poly-
amide modified glassy-carbon electrode, the corre-
sponding curves were obtained and shown in Fig-
ure 3. As shown in the inset illustration, both the ox-
idation and reduction maximum peak current vary
as a linear function of the scan rates, which suggests
that the oxidation/reduction of polyamide film
on the surface of glassy-carbon electrode is an elec-
tric charge-transfer controlled process. Moreover,

through the electrochemical integration and calcula-
tion, thickness of polyamide film cast on the glassy-
carbon electrode is calculated and estimated to be
� 180 nm.

The impedance characterization was carried out in
a three-electrode electrochemical cuplike cell with a
hole at the bottom. The working electrode was a 1.5
3 2.5 cm2 Au plate. The Au plate electrode was
placed under the bottom hole of the electrochemical
cell, where a perfluoroelastomer round ring (1.0 cm
in diameter, Kalrez) was inserted to guarantee a
sealed equipment as well as definite electrode area.
A Pt wire was employed as the counter electrode
and all the potentials were measured against an
Ag|AgCl (in saturated KCl solution) electrode. Dur-
ing the experimental process, DMA solution of poly-
amide or polyaniline was cast on the round ring
area of Au-working electrode and was evaporated
to form a thin solid film. Then, 5-mL 2.5 mM
[Fe(CN)6]32/42 aqueous solution was added into the
electrochemical cell as electrolyte for subsequent ESI
measurement.

The EIS curves, as shown in Figure 4, were
collected from 0.1 Hz to 100 KHz in 2.5 mM
[Fe(CN)6]

32/42 aqueous solution at 0.23 mV with an
excitation signal of 5 mV. As depicted in Figure 4,
the impedance curve of polyamide-modified Au
electrodes (curve a) showed a semicircle arc in the
high-frequency region and linear spike in the middle
and low-frequency region with a slope of 458.
Whereas, EIS of polyaniline (curve b) showed a simi-
lar but larger semicircle arc in the high and middle-
frequency region and a 458 linear spike in the low-
frequency region. As reported, both the curves are in
general agreement with typical impedance behavior
of polymer film-coated metals in the asymmetric
metal/film/electrolyte configuration.23–25 The pres-
ence of such semicircle suggests a parallel combina-
tion of charge-transfer resistance of reaction and
double-layer capacitance at the polymer/electrolyte
interface. The straight lines originate from the War-
burg diffusion impedance. In spite of the similar

Figure 3 Cyclic voltammograms of polyamide modified
glassy-carbon electrode in 1.0M H2SO4 scanning at differ-
ent scan rate from 0.01 to 1 V s21 versus Ag|AgCl refer-
ence electrode. And inset is calibration plot of maximum
peak current versus scan rate.

Figure 2 Cyclic voltammograms of the polymer modified
carbon-glassy electrode in 1.0M H2SO4 supporting electro-
lyte at 0.01 V s21 versus Ag|AgCl reference electrode. (a)
polyaniline modified (b) polyamidemodified.

Figure 4 The impedance spectra of (a) polyamide and
(b) polyaniline film modified Au electrode in 2.5 mM
[Fe(CN)6]

32/42 aqueous solution.
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shape of impedance spectra of the two polymers, it
clearly shows that there is an obvious difference
between the diameters of the two semicircle arcs.
The diameter of semicircle of polyamide (curve a) is
much smaller than that of polyaniline (curve b),
which suggests that the polyamide film presents a
lower electrochemical charge transfer resistance than
the conventional polyaniline film. In other words,
polyamide film exhibits higher electronic conductiv-
ity and lower resistance than those of the conven-

tional polyaniline film. It seems that the

groups in the molecular chains have great influence
on the charge transfer and resistance of the polymer.

To explain the differences in electrochemical im-
pedance behaviors between polyamide and polyani-
line, their monomer derivatives were optimized and
simulated using theoretical research. Four systems
listed in Figure 5 model the monomers of the poly-
aniline and polyamide molecules. The two ends of
these systems are terminated with phenyl and amino
groups so as to simulate the effect of polymers. All
the structures are geometrically optimized. The re-
duction’s LUMO energy for system (d) is 21.93 eV,
which is much lower than 20.25 eV for system (b).

It indicates that the introduction of

segments into the polymer makes the polyamide
radox easily. It is known that there exists torsion
angles between the adjacent phenyl planes in the
polyaniline molecular chain and it is about 38.98 in
our calculations. However, in the polyamide molecu-
lar, the torsion entirely vanished for the adjacent

phenyl planes linked by segments and

others are almost kept their original values similarly
to those of polyaniline. On the whole, by introducing

segments into the polyaniline chain, it

makes a great promotion for the p-conjugated skele-
ton plane and electron delocalization. On the other
hand, it is well known that the conductance of poly-

aniline and its derivatives mainly depends on H1

transfer due to the polaron in the molecules. The
bioxidation of system (b) was optimized, and the cal-
culated DEHOMO2LUMO is 0.378 and 0.187 eV, respec-
tively. It indicates that the Fermi energy gap for
polyamide including bipolaron is much lower than
that of polyaniline. So, the impedance of polyamide
is less than that of polyaniline.

CONCLUSIONS

The electrochemical properties of polyaniline and
synthesized polyamide were investigated and dis-
cussed. In summary, from the analysis of the experi-
mental data obtained from CV, EIS, and theoretical
calculations, conclusions could be drawn as follows:
(i) the appearance of three pairs of redox peaks in
CV measurement of polyamide indicates a relatively
more complicated redox process compared with con-
ventional polyaniline. Moreover, through electro-
chemical calculation and analysis, an electric charge-
transfer controlled process during redox of polyam-
ide film on the surface of glassy-carbon electrode can
be confirmed. (ii) Impedance spectra of synthesized
polyamide and conventional polyaniline depict typi-
cal model of polymer film-coated metals in the asym-
metric metal/film/electrolyte configuration. The dif-
ference in diameters of the semicircle impedance arc
indicates that polyamide film exhibits higher elec-
tronic conductivity and lower resistance than those
of the conventional polyaniline. (iii) Through the
analysis of theoretical calculations, influences of mo-
lecular structures on the impedance of the polymers
were discussed including system energy, skeleton
conjugation, and the Fermi energy of the bipolaron
model. All the theoretical analysis further provides
convincing evidences to the impedance results.
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